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Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) 2025

The aim of this Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) is to ensure that pupils will benefit from learning
opportunities offered by the school’s online resources in a safe and effective manner. Internet use and
access is considered a school resource and a privilege. Therefore, if the school AUP is not adhered to this
privilege will be withdrawn and appropriate sanctions, as outlined in the AUP, will be imposed. This AUP
will be implemented in conjunction with Scoil Bhride’s Code of Positive Behaviour Policy, Anti-Bullying
Policy (Bi Cineatta from September 2025), Mobite Phone Policy, and Child Safeguarding Policy.

Staff/femployees of the school including student teachers/volunteers, etc who breach the AUP may be
dealt with by the Board of Management’s disciplinary procedures and/or child protection procedures.

Scoil Bhride employs several strategies to maximise learning opportunities and reduce the risks
associated with Internet use. These strategies are as follows:

e Acceptable Usage Policy
e Fducation on online etiquette and online safety

¢ Monitoring

Useful Resources

e Webwise - htip://www.webwise.ie

e Make IT Secure — htip://www.makeitsecure.org/fenf/index.html

e Safer Internet— hitp://www.saferinternet.org/ww/en/pub/insafe/

e Report illegal online material - htip://www.hotline.ie/

e Social Networking Advice for Parents - http://www.webwise.le/parents/guide-social-networking-
advice-for-parents/

Related Policies
¢ Mobile Phone Policy
e Stay Safe Programme (Cyber Safety)
e Code of Positive Behaviour Policy

s  Anti-Bullying Policy (Bi Cinedlta from September 2025}



e  Child Safeguarding Policy
Student Access to the Internet

The school is pleased to offer the internet as a resource to both pupils and staff for reference purposes,
researching project materials, playing interactive educational games, learning to touch-type {TTRS),
engaging with accelerated reader (AR) and for lesson reinforcement. Access to online resources will
enable pupils to explore thousands of libraries, databases, and information throughout the world.

Online research skills are a fundamental skill which must be developed in preparation for living and
working in this information age. The school will integrate such information as appropriate within the
curriculum, and staff will provide guidance and instruction to pupils in the appropriate use of such
resources, as outlined in this policy.

Pupils have the opportunity to experience digital learning through interaction with iPads and interactive
whiteboards. Each class has two iPads that remain in the classroom. These iPads are the responsibility of
the class teacher. An additional troltey of iPads, allocated for general use amongst all classrooms, is
available if required.
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Pupils will not be given access to the Internet without teacher supervision.
2. Internet will be used for educational purposes only.

3. Pupils will seek permission before entering any Internet site, unless previously approved by a
teacher.

4. The school will regularly monitor pupils’ internet usage.

5. Pupils will receive training in the area of internet safety.

6. Pupils will be taught to evaluate the content of internet sites.

7. Teachers will be made aware of internet safety issues.

8. Uploading and downloading of non-approved material is banned.

9. Virus protection software will be used and updated on a regular basis.

10. The use of external storage devices or CD-ROMS in school requires a teacher’s permission.

11. Pupils will observe good ‘netiquetie’ (etiquette on the internet) at all times and will not undertake
any action that may bring a school into disrepute.

12. “YouTube’ (and similar sites) can be accessed only under the supervision and direction of the
teacher.

Email
If pupils are allowed to use email, the following rules will apply:
* Email will be used for educational purposes only.

e Students will only use approved class email accounts under supervision by or permission from a
teacher and parents.

e  Pupits will not send or receive any material that is illegal, abscene, defamatory or that is intended
o annoy or intimidate another person.



e Pupils will not send messages to or from school email.

e  Pupils will not reveal their own or other people’s personal details e.g., addresses, telephone
numbers, or pictures via school email.

e Pupils will never arrange to meet someone via school email.

e Sending or receiving email attachments is subject to teacher permission.

Social Media and Online Chat
Students are not permitted to use any form of social media platforms or online Chat Rooms.
School Website and Instagram

Pupils may create projects, artwork, writing or digital media which is suitable for publication on our
school’s website and Instagram page. The post holder and designated teachers will manage the
publication of material on the schoot website adhering to the stipulations below. Upon enrolment,
parents will be asked to sign Aladdin Connect permission allowing photographs of the student’s work and
photographs of the students themselves in their school environment to be included on the school
website and Instagram.

e Personal pupil information, home addresses and contact details will not be published on the
school website.

e Class lists will not be published.
e  Pupils’ full names witl not be published beside their photograph.

e Photographs, video clips and audio clips will focus on groups and group activities rather than on
individual pupils where appropriate.

e Pupils may be given an opportunity to publish projects, artwork or schoolwork on the school
website.

e Permission to publish a student’s work/photographs will be sought from pupils/parents/
guardians via Aladdin connect permissions. This permission may be withdrawn at any time.

e Permission is sought separately for both website and Instagram.
¢  Pupils will continue to own the copyright on any work published.
Education and Internet Awareness

Scoil Bhride aims to educate children on the safe and responsible use of the Internet. Cyber-bullying and
online safety have become a significant challenge for children. Through education and awareness, we
aim to limit our children’s susceptibility to online abuse as they progress to secondary school. Society
presents dangers including violence, racism, exploitation, hate and fake news, from which children and
young people need to be protected. Additionally, children require the knowledge, skills and resilience to
recognise, navigate and avoid these risks, to become internet wise.

Resources that may be utilised include:

e NCTE Internet Safety Awareness Video



e www.webwise.ig website
e  FUSE: Cyberbullying Programme, DCU
e Weaving Wellbeing

e Stay Safe

e Safer Internet Day (Webwise)

¢ ISAFT Internet Safety Awareness Education Programme and exemplars

e Presentation to pupils and parents from An Garda Siochana and a parent who has expert
guidance in this area where possible.

Laptops, iPads and Microsoft Tablets

Each laptop, ipad and tablet are numbered, and the teacher of each class wilt be assigned a specific
laptop and/or tablets. Teachers may check computer logs of all information accessed by pupils. An audit
of internet usage may be run at any time.

Use of laptops that travel between home and school are subject to all stipulations, procedures and
sanctions outlined in this policy 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. Parents of children who have been
sanctioned laptaps are instructed to be vigilant in monitoring their use in the home, as per procedures for
school. Parents of all children are advised to keep laptops in a common area {i.e., kitchen or living room)
with the screen visible 1o others while a child may be on the internet. The use of laptops by children in
their bedrooms is not recommended.

School Guidelines to Facilitate Home/School Communication:
Seesaw App
e Parental consent will be sought prior to using Seesaw.
# Class teacher will create the class adding SEN teachers to join as Co-Teachers.

e Class Settings have been agreed by the School Digital learning Team following recommendations
from seesaw, PDST and networking with other schools.

e We will use individual ‘Home Learning Student Codes’, this ensures studenis do not see the work
of other students in the class.

e SEN teachers will be added to each class to ensure continuity of learning for those children on
their caseload.

e Student’s likes and comments will be switched off to comply with child safety measures.
» All new items uploaded will require teacher approval.
e Students will be unable t0 edit items uploaded.

e Family access is not available at this time.

Class Dojo:

# Class teachers may choose to use Class Dojo.



e Students can share their work with their teacher through uploading photos.
e Students can comment and engage in feedback with their teacher.
e Students will not be able to see each other’s work.

e Parents will also have access to the app.

Assistive Technology:

Where students have been granted assistive technology and will be bringing it home to use parents are
requested to sign an agreement related to ‘The Home Use of School Owned Assistive Technology’. This
agreement is in line with the Pupils’ and Parents’/Guardians’ Home Use of School Owned Assistive
Technology Policy. Where, in exceptional circumstances, students have been granted permission to bring
in their own device to use in school, parents and students are requested to sign the Scoil Bhride “Bring
Your Own Device Agreement”.

Sanctions

If a pupil deliberately misuses the internet or email, is found running searches on inappropriate topics or
attempting to access inappropriate/unsuitable websites or social media, this will result in disciplinary
action, including the withdrawal of access privileges. Parents/guardians will receive notification of misuse
by a pupil. Further misuse will resutt in longer withdrawal of access privileges, as seen fit by the school
staff.
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